Following the self-study is a review by an evaluation team of educators from other schools outside our immediate region. The site visit by this team will occur in Spring 2007.
The self-study and the report of the visiting team from the 1997 process (as well as lots of other information) can be found on the web at http://www.uwosh.edu/nca_ accreditation/NCADocuments.php A committee to guide the process was appointed by Provost Keith Miller in 2003. The committee is cochaired by Margaret Genisio, Assistant Vice Chancellor, Curricular Affairs, and Craig Fiedler, COEHS. The committee consists of a faculty member representing each of the divisions of the College of Letters and Science, and each of the professional colleges, three members of the academic staff, one member of the classified staff, and one student.
Subcommittees were formed to identify documents which provide evidence that we meet the Higher Learning Commission's criteria. The complete list can be found on page 3 of this newsletter.
Who are these people?
In a very real sense, they are us.
The North Central Association is a voluntary organization made up of colleges, universities and other institutions of higher learning in the nineteen-state North Central region: Arkansas, Arizona, Colorado, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, New Mexico, South Dakota, Wisconsin, West Virginia, and Wyoming. There are five other regional accrediting associations in the United States. NCA itself is part of the larger Council for Higher Education Accreditation.
NCA is not an agency of the goverment, although it is recognized by the Department of Education.
The Higher Learning Commission is the section of NCA that establishes the criteria and conducts the reviews for degree granting institutions of higher learning. NCA has other commissions that deal with other types of institutions and special topics.
The site review teams are made up of educators who come from outside our area. In 1997, the nearest team members were from Duluth, Minnesota and South Bend, Indiana. Four staff members at UW Oshkosh, Muriel Hawkins, Michael Zimmerman, Adele Newson-Horst, and Tom Sonnleitner participate in evaluation teams at other schools. Dr. Newson-Horst also serves on the Commission's team that trains consultant/evaluators.
Get ready, here it comes!
The Criteria for Accreditation are organized under five major headings. Each criterion has three elements: Criterion Statement, Core Components, and Examples of Evidence. These elements are defined as follows.
Criteria Statements:
These statements, adopted by the Commission, define necessary attributes of an organization accredited by the Commission. An organization must be judged to have met each of the Criteria to merit accreditation. Sanctions may be applied if an affiliated organization is in jeopardy of not meeting one or more of the Criteria.
Core Components:
The Commission identifies Core Components of each criterion. An organization addresses each Core Component as it presents reasonable and representative evidence of meeting a criterion. The review of each Core Component is necessary for a thorough evaluation of how an organization meets a criterion.
Examples of Evidence:
The Commission provides in the Examples of Evidence illustrative examples of the specific types of evidence that an organization might present in addressing a Core Component. Organizations may provide other evidence they find relevant to their mission and activities. Some types of evidence suggested by the Commission may not be appropriate for all organizations; therefore, the absence of a specific type of evidence does not in and of itself mean that the organization fails to meet a Core Component.
Criterion One: Mission and Integrity
The organization operates with integrity to ensure the fulfillment of its mission through structures and processes that involve the board, administration, faculty, staff, and students.
Criterion Two: Preparing for the Future
The organization's allocation of resources and its processes for evaluation and planning demonstrate its capacity to fulfill its mission, improve the quality of its education, and respond to future challenges and opportunities.
Criterion Three: Student Learning and Effective Teaching
The organization provides evidence of student learning and teaching effectiveness that demonstrates it is fulfilling its educational mission.
Criterion Four: Acquisition, Discovery, and Application of Knowledge
The organization promotes a life of learning for its faculty, administration, staff, and students by fostering and supporting inquiry, creativity, practice, and social responsibility in ways consistent with its mission.
Criterion Five: Engagement and Service
As called for by its mission, the organization identifies its constituencies and serves them in ways both value.
The full descriptions with all the core components and examples of evidence can be found on the web at http:// www.uwosh.edu/nca_accreditation/ criteria.php

What do we have to prove? These don't look familiar
If you were involved in the 1997 reaccreditation, these criteria may look a little unfamiliar. In the late 1990's The Higher Learning Commission reviewed its mission and structure. Among its new goals were increasing the focus of accreditation on the quality of higher learning and to "place emphasis on the institutions' own process of quality assurance and quality improvement." A result was to redefine the criteria for accreditation. The new criteria were adopted in 2004, and required in 2005.
Time line
Spring 2005
Committee requests documents supporting criteria from departments.
Fall 2005
Document due to committee for review.
Spring 2006
Steering committee analyzes information; prepares, completes studies, prepares rough draft of the self-study report
Summer 2006
Draft of Self-Study is completed and available for review and comment.
Fall 2006
Final Self Study is completed.
Spring 2007
Evaluation team visits campus. What will I be asked to do?
h t t p : / / w w w . u w o s h . e d u / n c a _ a c c r e d i t a t i o n Committee Membership
The Higher Learning Commission emphasizes that the reaccreditation process should have wide participation from the campus community.
This spring, all departments will be asked to submit documents that provide evidence that UW Oshkosh meets the criteria. The Criterion subcommittees have compiled lists of documents supporting each criteria, but each department will also be asked to review the criteria and their core components and suggest additional documents that support the criteria.
These documents will be used to prepare the selfstudy and will be made available to the site visitation team in a Resource Room, and most of them will also be provided on the Reaccreditation web site at http://www.uwosh.edu/nca_accreditation/NCADocuments.php
As the process continues individuals may be asked to contribute to newsletters and announcements, and everyone will be asked to review and comment on the draft self-study.
